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ENERGY SUPPLY 

Statement 

HON ROBIN SCOTT (Mining and Pastoral) [5.20 pm]: I would like to talk about securing power for 
Western Australia. I personally believe that we have a window of between only five and eight years before we 
come into real strife from a lack of power. I would first like to explain exactly what “nameplate capacity” means. 
A two-megawatt generator powered by coal, gas or diesel will produce 100 per cent of its capacity, 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week if it is required. On the other hand, a two-megawatt wind turbine is a very unreliable source. 
As the wind diminishes, so does the power output. It can go from two megawatts right down to one megawatt in 
the snap of a finger. Solar farms and wind farms will not solve the imminent power shortage for which we are 
headed. We must consider that we are now looking at thousands of new electric cars coming onto our roads, plus 
the expanding population. 

Hon Alannah MacTiernan: What about hydrogen? That’s going to help. 

Hon ROBIN SCOTT: It could do, but it is very, very expensive. If someone told me in the 1970s that in 2019 
I would be told that I can water my lawn only on a Sunday and a Thursday for half an hour, I would have just 
laughed at them, but I assure members that once the coal-fired power stations finish in Collie, we will not be able 
to recharge our electric vehicle whenever we want. People will be told when they can plug it in to recharge it. That 
is how the power situation will be because of unreliable renewable sources of energy. The present day renewables 
are only at the same level today as black and white televisions. I am still hoping that some 16-year-old student 
comes up with a solution and discovers perpetual motion. Renewables today are very unreliable power, and I will 
give members a perfect example. On 1 February at four o’clock, I was flying back from Kalgoorlie, and as I flew 
over the Collgar wind farm, I noticed that none of the windmills were turning. To prove that they were not, I did 
a circuit around the wind farm and I could see that not one windmill was turning. That is $750 million of taxpayers’ 
money sitting in the middle of the bush doing nothing. When I left Kalgoorlie, it was 42 degrees. When I was 
heading to Perth it was 38 degrees and not one single bit of electricity was being produced, not even enough to 
power the light in your fridge. 

Every new home should have solar panels and batteries. Domestic installation is the only thing that will help at 
the moment, with panels on the roof and batteries in the backyard. They should be built right now to a maximum 
installation quality so that we can take some of the load off the power grid. We need a new coal-fired power station 
in Collie. This will maintain not only jobs in the mining industry in Collie, but also the jobs that the service 
industries in Collie rely on. The sheltered honourable members of the Greens Party do not understand that 
modern coal-fired power stations are very clean. If I were the boss, I would start building WA’s first nuclear power 
station now. They are safe, very reliable and have very little pollution, and we have the raw fuel. We have uranium. 
WA needs safe, cheap and reliable power so that we can continue to be competitive in this modern world. 
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